
 

  STOLAC 
 
This City Card is one of 13, which presents a very brief overview on the city. The information provided is not exhaustive, nor would it be possible 
encapsulate the entirety of the diversity of experience, outlook and communal identity of the population of any of these cities. Statements about 
political facts are not intended to prefer one perspective on those facts over another, the interest here is not in entering into political differences over 
the country’s sensitive institutional arrangements. The political parties are categorized according to local voter base, although some parties with a 
pronounced mono-ethnic constituency also oppose what they see as the predominant forms of ethnic politics. Furthermore, the 1991 census: did not 
give individuals choices of how to describe themselves, and its categories confounded ethnic and religious identities; the categories also did not allow for 
a representation of individuals or families from mixed backgrounds, which the reader should keep in mind. In addition, the segment that captures 
“Voices” of citizens are not filtered or approved but presented as a reflection of local perspectives that have been raised by individuals that attended 
one of the events during this research process. Lastly this project involves a long-term engagement with the people in these cities, and our will involve 
going back to them to examine the perspectives of parties interested in further reconciliation or trust-building activity. For more details about the 
project and the research results please visit the our website: Religion and Ethics in the Making of War and Peace and the Faktori pomirenja i izgradnja 
povjerenja (B/H/S Languages) 

 

Stolac is located in the southeast of Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH), on the route1 crossing Herzegovina and linking Bosnia’s 
mountainous hinterland with the coastal regions of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia and Montenegro, making it an interesting 
point for economic and touristic connection between three countries.  

Administratively, it is part of Herzegovina-Neretva Canton in the entity of the Federation of BiH. Stolac is one of the oldest 
settlements in the region, dating back at least 15,000 years. The Radimlja necropolis, 3 km far away from Stolac, is one of the 
most valuable monuments of the mediaeval period. The majority of tombstones date from the 15th and 16th centuries as 
evidenced by the epitaphs. It is often referred to as The Museum Under The Open Sky. The population according to the 2013 
census is 14,889, fewer than at the 1991 census when it was 18,681. Stolac remains a multi-ethnic city, albeit with 
considerable demographic changes. Before the war, all three constituent peoples were living there, with the largest share at 
43% being Muslims/Bosniaks, 33% Croats, 21% Serbs. After the war, it has been primarily inhabited by Croats and Bosniaks. 
This is also evident from the distribution of seats in the municipal assembly, all held by parties whose primary voter base are 
Croats or Bosniaks (2012 election results ensured 10 seats in the assembly for HDZ, 4 seats for SDA, 2 seats for SDP, and 1 
for HSP BiH).  

The war brought both human and economic losses to Stolac, with ethnic cleansing being an important cause of population 
flight: “In 1993, forces of the Croatian Defense Council (HVO) allegedly carried out a massive, orchestrated campaign to expel Bosnian 
Muslim civilians from the area. During this period, more than 3,000 people were transported to territory held by the Muslim-led 
Bosnian Army. In the course of these alleged expulsions, many houses, mosques and historical buildings were severely damaged. The old 
town center – a UNESCO World Cultural Heritage site – was completely destroyed together with its famous Emperor’s Mosque. It is 
further alleged that HVO authorities detained Bosnian Muslim men at various locations in cruel and inhumane conditions.” (ICTY). 
After the war, the city has attracted negative attention thanks to tensions stoked by political and social division. Children 
attend ethnically segregated schools (in the so-called “two schools under one roof”), there are two hospitals, and even the 
cafés are attended by Bosniaks or Croats exclusively.  

Stolac’s geographic location provides wonderful nature, which is why agriculture, along with tourism, is one of the sectors 
prioritised for development, particularly fruit-growing and viniculture.2 Statistics from 2013 indicate that the average salary in 
Stolac was 788 BAM (46th in BiH), GDP per capita was 2,505 BAM (114th in BiH), and the unemployment rate was among 
the highest – 70%.3 

 
                                                   
1 This route, in times of conflict and hostilities from 1991 to 1995, also took on strategic importance, since it was a boarding 
point in which met three armies. 
2 Strategija Poljoprivrednog razvitka I razvitka poljoprivrede u Ruralnim podrucjima HNK (2012 -2017. god.) , Ministarstvo 
poljoprivrede, sumarstva I vodoprivrede HNK.  
3 Available at www.mojemjesto.ba. 



 

 

 

 

Like in most other cities in BiH, citizens in Stolac reported in the 2013 Survey, the vast majority of citizens supports social, 
cultural and educational programs directed at overcoming obstacles to peace and prejudices. Local reconciliation process is 
also important to the majority of Stolac citizens, 65% believe that it would bring change to the citiy (see graph on the right).4  

VOICES FROM STOLAC5: Few activities have been initiated in Stolac aiming to address the past, and participants in our 
discussions noted that there is no political will, nor other form of support, for these processes. Two schools under one roof 
is seen as a disgrace for the town, but more so because of the curricular content than the actual segregation. On an individual 
level, the people of Stolac do not 
feel any hostility or disrespect to 
people of different ethnic 
belonging; instead they see 
institutional discrimination based 
simply on the ethnic criterion. 
The institutionalization of ethnic 
division in BiH as whole reflects 
on the city, something for which 
domestic and international actors, 
in the eyes of people from Stolac, 
share equal blame and 
responsibility. The political elite 
and the religious communities in 
Stolac make a large contribution 
to the status quo. A further 
grievance is the emigration of 
young educated people in the 
absence of significant economic 
development and prospects for 
employment; students even have 
to attend secondary education in 
other cities. However, initiatives to overcome the divide do exist. These are primarily fostered by youth and NGOs, through 
various cultural and education events, yet they involve a small number of participants and are insufficiently supported by the 
local authorities.  

                                                   
4 For more details on Survey results please visit Faktori pomirenja i izgradnja povjerenja 
5 This section is a summary of key-points from the Focus Group and Public Event in Stolac.  
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