
 
 

 

  LIVNO 
 

This City Card is one of 13, which presents a very brief overview on the city. The information provided is not exhaustive, nor would it be possible 
encapsulate the entirety of the diversity of experience, outlook and communal identity of the population of any of these cities. Statements about 
political facts are not intended to prefer one perspective on those facts over another, the interest here is not in entering into political differences 
over the country’s sensitive institutional arrangements. The political parties are categorized according to local voter base, although some parties 
with a pronounced mono-ethnic constituency also oppose what they see as the predominant forms of ethnic politics. Furthermore, the 1991 
census: did not give individuals choices of how to describe themselves, and its categories confounded ethnic and religious identities; the categories 
also did not allow for a representation of individuals or families from mixed backgrounds, which the reader should keep in mind. In addition, the 
segment that captures “Voices” of citizens are not filtered or approved but presented as a reflection of local perspectives that have been raised by 
individuals that attended one of the events during this research process. Lastly this project involves a long-term engagement with the people in 
these cities, and our will involve going back to them to examine the perspectives of parties interested in further reconciliation or trust-building 
activity. For more details about the project and the research results please visit the our website: Religion and Ethics in the Making of War and 
Peace and the Faktori pomirenja i izgradnja povjerenja (B/H/S Languages) 

 

Livno is located in the south-west of Bosnia and Herzegovina, bordering with the Republic of Croatia. Administratively, 
Livno belongs to the entity the Federation of BiH (FBiH) and is the center of Canton 10. Geographically, it is located in 
the Livanjsko field, the largest karstic field or plain in BiH. The citiy has a rich history of diverse cultures populating 
throughout the ages. However Livno obtained greater political and military significance during the Ottoman Empire during 
when it was often the seat of the Kliško sandzak. After the Ottomans lost control over the city in the 17th century, the 
city became part of Kraina and formed Livno Cannon. 1 The population of Livno according to the 2013 census was 37,487; 
in 1991 it had been 40,600. In the 1991 census, 72% of the city were ethnic Croats, 14% Muslim, and 10% Serbs, 
Yugoslavs and other minorities. Today, Croats remain the majority, and in post-war elections most Assembly seats have 
been held by parties whose voter base is mainly Croat – in 2012, 25 out of 31 – with few seats held by parties whose 
constituency is Bosniak or other.  

During the war, hostilities affected the town and particularly the 11 villages in the municipality, destroying or heavily 
devastating them. Ethnic cleansing and other atrocities against civilian population also affected the area. Livno was targeted 
by the Bosnian Serbs Army, and attacks started in spring 1992. Also, within the city and wider area, the clashes between 
Croatian and Bosnian army occurred, which left many civilians and infrastructure affected. To date, these villages along 
with Livno are only partially reconstructed. The interest for return is still very high, however the municipality and the 
canton are doing a poor job in enabling the still 158 outstanding requests for housing reconstruction to be closed, about 
250 families have returned.2   

The most prominent economic activity in Livno is registered in the sales sector, in manufacturing industry and 
construction; the majority of businesses are small, over 97% having less than 50 employees. According to the Livno 
Development Strategy, the area is not well developed, the environment and climate are not very suitable for agricultural 
development.3 As of 2013, there was a high rate of unemployment at 49% (79th in BiH), the average salary was 880 BAM 
(19th in BiH), and GDP per capita was 5,420.7 BAM (43rd in BiH).4 For these reasons, the municipality faces a high 
migration rate from rural to urban areas within the Municipality, particular of young people and families, and this has led 
the authorities to close primary schools in the villages surrounding Livno.5  

 
                                            
1 http://mirjanadetelic.com/leksikon/gradovi/gradout.php?ic=LIVNO 
2Development Strategy of Livno Municipality 2014-2023 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0jUpDBfdBF8eGhyQVAwaDY3TnM/view  
3 Development Strategy of Livno Municipality 2014-2023 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0jUpDBfdBF8eGhyQVAwaDY3TnM/view 
4 Available at www.mojemjesto.ba  
5 Development Strategy of Livno Municipality 2014-2023 
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The Survey results indicate that one of the greatest supports for educational programs designed to overcome prejudices, 
followed by cultural is in Livno. On the second place the citizens of Livno would incrase the support to the war victims 
(for more details see graph on the right). 6 

 

VOICES FROM LIVNO7: At our meetings, participants emphasized that Livno is burdened with a very high 
unemployment rate; the primary concern of citizens relates to economic opportunities, prospects for secure and safe 
jobs, and the ability to secure their 
children’s prosperity in the future. They 
are also pessimistic that local politicians 
would address this in the citizens’ 
interests. The city’s majority ethnic 
Croat population are open for inter-
ethnic cooperation, according to 
discussion participants, who said that 
the city’s residents are satisfied with 
the level of tolerance and respect 
between different ethnic and religious 
groups in Livno. Evidence of this can be 
found in the local religious clergy’s 
activities, which are increasingly 
directing the different religious groups 
towards each other and motivating 
mutual respect and cooperation. The 
main obstacle for greater integration is 
seen in the lack of prosecution of war 
criminals: this effects both the level of 
trust between ethnic groups but also their collective level of trust in the Canton’s judicial institutions: victims still await 
justice and recognition, and the truth of the historical record must be grounded in facts accepted as evidence for 
successful prosecutions.  

 
 

                                            
6 For detailed Survey results, please visit Faktori pomirenja i izgradnja povjerenja 
7 This section is a summary of key-points form the Focus Group and Public Event in Livno.  


