
 
 

SREBRENICA 
 

This City Card is one of 13, which presents a very brief overview on the city. The information provided is not exhaustive, nor would it be possible 
encapsulate the entirety of the diversity of experience, outlook and communal identity of the population of any of these cities. Statements about 
political facts are not intended to prefer one perspective on those facts over another, the interest here is not in entering into political differences 
over the country’s sensitive institutional arrangements. The political parties are categorized according to local voter base, although some parties 
with a pronounced mono-ethnic constituency also oppose what they see as the predominant forms of ethnic politics. Furthermore, the 1991 
census: did not give individuals choices of how to describe themselves, and its categories confounded ethnic and religious identities; the categories 
also did not allow for a representation of individuals or families from mixed backgrounds, which the reader should keep in mind. In addition, the 
segment that captures “Voices” of citizens are not filtered or approved but presented as a reflection of local perspectives that have been raised by 
individuals that attended one of the events during this research process. Lastly this project involves a long-term engagement with the people in 
these cities, and our will involve going back to them to examine the perspectives of parties interested in further reconciliation or trust-building 
activity. For more details about the project and the research results please visit the our website: Religion and Ethics in the Making of War and 
Peace and the Faktori pomirenja i izgradnja povjerenja (B/H/S Languages) 

 
Srebrenica is located in the eastern part of BiH, in the entity of Republika Srpska. According to the 2013 census the 
municipality had 15,242 inhabitants. Since 1991, the town has lost more than half its population, falling from 36,666 at that 
time. The decrease in population can be largely attributed to the war of the 1990s, and the ICTY has described the crimes 
constituting genocide witnessed here thus:  “…during most of the 1992-95 conflict [Srebrenica] was an enclave under the 
control of Bosnian Army, housing thousands of Bosnian Muslims from surrounding areas. Over a period of years, Bosnian Serbs 
besieged the enclave, frequently shelling it, while Bosnian forces operating from the enclave attacked surrounding Serb villages. The 
Tribunal found that between June 1992 and March 1993, a number of Serbs were captured by Bosnian Muslim forces and 
confined at the Srebrenica Police Station and at the building behind the Municipal building. They were subjected to cruel treatment 
and, in some instances, were beaten to death or killed. Srebrenica was declared a “safe area” in 1993, a de-militarized zone under 
the protection of UNPROFOR. In July 1995 Srebrenica was overrun by Serb forces. In the days following the take-over, members of 
the Bosnian Serb Army and police implemented a plan to kill more than 7,000 men and boys and expel the women and children 
from the enclave. The Tribunal found that the mass executions of Bosnian Muslim men and boys from Srebrenica constituted 
genocide,”1 for which the wartime political leader of Republika Srpska was found guilty by the ICTY.2 

Before the war, the ethnic composition of Srebrenica was primarily Muslim (75% of population) and Serb (23%), with only 
2% from other nationalities. Today, Srebrenica is an ethnically balanced town. Most of Srebrenica’s post-war mayors were 
Bosniaks, and the municipal assembly seats are largely equally distributed between the parties with Bosniak and Serb voter 
bases (in 2012 local/municipal elections, 7 assembly seats were filled by the SDA-SBiH coalition, 6 by SNSD, 3 by SDS, 2 
by SDP and SBB respectively, 1 by DNS, 1 by SNS-DP ). 

Overshadowed by the recent war and genocide, it is widely forgotten that Srebrenica was known for its rich history and 
its cultural heritage (the city’s central importance across Bosnia in medieval times inspired the Catholic Church to use the 
city in naming one of its central institutions the Franciscan Province of Bosnia Srebrena), its natural resources (mines, 
water), and its developed local economy. The economy was devastated during and after the war of the 1990s. According 
to 2013 data, the unemployment rate in Srebrenica was 41.43 % (41th in BiH), the average salary was 781 BAM (47th in 
BiH), and GDP per capita is among the lowest of all municipalities in the country – 2,287 BAM (122nd).3 Being rich in 
natural resources provides the basis for economic and touristic activities in Srebrenica. The municipality’s strategy is to 
revive the former economic environment by providing an environment that would foster investment, production and 
entrepreneurship.  

                                            
1 ICTY: Bridging the Gap in Srebrenica, Bosnia and Herzegovina. http://www.icty.org/en/outreach/bridging-the-gap-with-
local-communities/srebrenica    
2 Trial Judgement Summary for Radovan Karadzic, 
http://www.icty.org/x/cases/karadzic/tjug/en/160324_judgement_summary.pdf 
3 Available at www.mojemjesto.ba  



 
 

 

 

In regards to the citizens’ relationship towards reconciliation, people from Srebrenica think like in most BiH citizen with 
very similar priorities. On the Survey in 2013, vast majority of the respondents support social cultural and educational 
programs that deal with combating prejudices and removing obstacles to common life (please see graph on the right).  

 

VOICES FROM SREBRENICA4: The citizens of Srebrenica feel the heavy weight of the past war in their daily lives. 
In addition, the town is left with very weak economic activity, which is the main concern of the inhabitants. Citizens feel 
they are not given access even to 
the work that is available, 
reporting that they are filled 
along political lines, such the 
actual employees working in 
Srebrenica mostly live in the 
neighboring towns. The weight 
of the past brings about daily 
political strife of which the 
citizens are satiated. They see 
most of the decisions concerning 
Srebrenica are taken in Banja 
Luka or Sarajevo, or between 
the two, while there is little care 
taken about the needs and voices 
of Srebrenica’s citizens. Both the 
Bosniaks and Serbs at our 
meetings were unanimous that 
any decisions relating to Srebrenica should be taken with the involvement of its citizens, and should not be simply taken 
by the highest political institutions.  

  

                                            
4 This section is a summary of key-points form the This section is a summary of findings from discussions that place in 
Srebrenica during the Focus Group and Public Event in Srebrenica.  
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