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This City Card is one of 13, which presents a very brief overview on the city. The information provided is not exhaustive, nor would it be possible 
encapsulate the entirety of the diversity of experience, outlook and communal identity of the population of any of these cities. Statements about 
political facts are not intended to prefer one perspective on those facts over another, the interest here is not in entering into political differences 
over the country’s sensitive institutional arrangements. The political parties are categorized according to local voter base, although some parties 
with a pronounced mono-ethnic constituency also oppose what they see as the predominant forms of ethnic politics. Furthermore, the 1991 
census: did not give individuals choices of how to describe themselves, and its categories confounded ethnic and religious identities; the categories 
also did not allow for a representation of individuals or families from mixed backgrounds, which the reader should keep in mind. In addition, the 
segment that captures “Voices” of citizens are not filtered or approved but presented as a reflection of local perspectives that have been raised by 
individuals that attended one of the events during this research process. Lastly this project involves a long-term engagement with the people in 
these cities, and our will involve going back to them to examine the perspectives of parties interested in further reconciliation or trust-building 
activity. For more details about the project and the research results please visit the our website: Religion and Ethics in the Making of War and 
Peace and the Faktori pomirenja i izgradnja povjerenja (B/H/S Languages based website)  
 
 

Brčko is located in the north-east border of the country. Administratively, it is an independent and self-governing unit – 
the District of Brčko, established in 1999 after an arbitration process undertaken by the High Representative for Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. The District covers the entire territory of the pre-war municipality.  Brčnko is seated on the Sava river, 
and is a key regional transport hub, because of its strategic importance, the City and its surrounding area were targeted 
by warring forces during the war, and severely damaged. The city’s population decreased by two thirds (to 33, 600)1  by 
the end of the war. The dispute among the warring parties made it unable to negotiate an agreement at the same time the 
Dayton Peace Agreement was brokered, leaving this municipality divided by two entities and subject political disputes 
years after, forcing the international community to establish a special supervisory office in District Brčko.  

The population of Brčko, according to the 2013 census, is 93,028, while in 1991 it had been 87,627. Through the war of 
the 1990s, the ethnic composition of Brčko was evenly 
distributed between all three BiH constituent peoples, and it 
remains so. This diversity has been reflected in its post-war 
elections – unlike the majority of cities. The District’s Assembly 
is comprised of 31 members, and the whole range of the major 
BiH parties are represented (SDA holiding 102, SDP 10, A-SDA 
– 3, SBB – 2, and  SDU-BiH, HDZ 1990, NSRZB 1 sear 
respectively). Considerable progress in multi-ethnic integration, 
economic development and reconstruction of the city has been 
achieved as a result of heavy international intervention in the 
peace implementation process. Schools were integrated, return 
has been promoted, most of the property has been restituted, 
and the large area known as “Arizona” market place has been touted as an illustration of the kind of economic boom that 
might take place in this part of the region.  

The Survey results conducted in Brčko show that citizens are most supportive of educational and cultural programs 
intended to combat prejudice and remove obstacles to common life(over 85% of citizens), followed by a high support for 
initiatives intended to build trust and cooperation. Like in other places the people in Brčko also state that improved inter-
ethnic and inter-religious relations are important for the country.  

The economic sector in Brčko, as in other cities, suffered both during and after the war. Today the city’s economic 
activity is comprised primarily of agriculture, and the city sees its development lying in the field of food industry, which, 
coupled with agriculture and trade, could make for a very viable economic sector. In spite of the fact that Brčko has been  

                                            
1 Brčko Supervision. Story of Brčko  
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mentioned as the most prosperous part of BiH, statistics indicted that Brčko is an average local community. According to 
2013 data, the average salary was 817 BAM (ranked as 37th in BiH), the unemployment rate was 43.46% (48th in the 
country), while GDP per capita is 8,026.34 BAM (17th).2 

VOICES FROM BRČKO3: The citizens of Brčko are proud that they remained a multi-ethnic community. Today, they 
explained, the main source of tensions comes from the political leaders of the ethno-nationalist parties. However, this 
criticism is mainly directed at the 
state and entity levels, which to a 
certain degree influence Brčko 
citizens as they have to choose their 
entity citizenship in order to enjoy 
social benefits that are paid from 
entity funds. In regards to the issues 
that are the competency of the 
District, citizens stressed their 
support for the local “mixed 
schools”, where children of all ethnic 
backgrounds attend school together 
and teachers live, teach and socialize 
together. Although they insisted that 
there should be a common history 
which is based on facts, they 
explained that the current model is 
the best option for building inter-
ethnic trust. The development of 
cooperation in other social spheres 
was discussed, and the religious leaders in Brčko were said to be very empathetic and respectful of all religions and 
people. Cultural cooperation, across national groups and between all major cultural organizations, is very good, though 
cultural events are still seen to be lacking. The government is more supportive of victims and veterans: most of the 
associations for victims and veterans are financially supported by the District budget.  

                                            
2 Available at http://www.mojemjesto.ba/. 
3 This section is a summary of discussions during the Focus Group and Public Event in Brčko.  
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back increasing support for victims of the 
1990s war

believe a serious attempt to build relations 
across ethnic and religious groups in BiH 

will be important for the country

support initiatives that show communities 
the basis which exists for trust-building 

and cooperation

support social and cultural programming 
focused on obstacles to a common life

support educational programming to 
combat prejudice

Share of Brčko citizens that: 


