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This City Card is one of 13, which presents a very brief overview on the city. The information provided is not exhaustive, nor would it be possible 
encapsulate the entirety of the diversity of experience, outlook and communal identity of the population of any of these cities. Statements about 
political facts are not intended to prefer one perspective on those facts over another, the interest here is not in entering into political differences 
over the country’s sensitive institutional arrangements. The political parties are categorized according to local voter base, although some parties 
with a pronounced mono-ethnic constituency also oppose what they see as the predominant forms of ethnic politics. Furthermore, the 1991 
census: did not give individuals choices of how to describe themselves, and its categories confounded ethnic and religious identities; the categories 
also did not allow for a representation of individuals or families from mixed backgrounds, which the reader should keep in mind. In addition, the 
segment that captures “Voices” of citizens are not filtered or approved but presented as a reflection of local perspectives that have been raised by 
individuals that attended one of the events during this research process. Lastly this project involves a long-term engagement with the people in 
these cities, and our will involve going back to them to examine the perspectives of parties interested in further reconciliation or trust-building 
activity. For more details about the project and the research results please visit the our website: Religion and Ethics in the Making of War and 
Peace and the Faktori pomirenja i izgradnja povjerenja (B/H/S Languages 

 

Jajce, located in the central part of the country, is administratively in the entity the Federation of BiH (FBiH) and is the 
seat of the Central Bosnian Canton. During the Middle Ages, Jajce served as a capital of Bosnian Kingdom. It was also held 
to be of particular importance during the Yugoslav period (1945-1990), since it had hosted the Second Convention of the 
Anti-Fascist Council of National Liberation of Yugoslavia (AVNOJ) on 29 November 1943, at which representatives from 
throughout Yugoslavia had decided to establish a federal Yugoslav state with BiH as one of its republics. The population of 
Jajce, according to the 2013 census, is 30,758; in 1991 it had been 45,007. The large decrease in population is partially due 
to changes in municipality borders after Dayton, following which a part of its pre-war territory became part of Jezero 
municipality in the RS, while part of the Mrkonjic Grad municipality entered Jajce’s territory.  The ethnic composition of 
the Jajce before the war had been evenly distributed among the three main constituent peoples (Muslim/Bosniak 39%, 
Croat 35%, Serb 19%, Yugoslav 6%, and Others 1%). Today, Jajce is populated mainly by Bosniaks and Croats, while most 
of the ethnic Serbs left the city during the war. In post-war elections, the 24 seats in the Assembly have been distributed 
between parties whose constituency is mainly Bosniak or Croat (The municipal assembly seats are distributed between 
SDA- 7 seats, HDZ BIH – 6, SDP -4, HDZ 1990, SBiH and SBB two seats respectively, and HSP and HSS-NHI one seat 
respectively.)  

Jajce is surrounded by wonderful nature, with waterfalls on the rivers Pliva and Vrbas (and the city has one of the largest 
fishing communities in BiH). It is surrounded with woods and 
mountains that comprise about half of its territory, including 
several mineral mines. The city’s natural resources also offer 
great potential for tourism, particularly given its rich history. As 
the seat of the independent Kingdom of Bosnia it has beautiful 
medieval castles which are listed as UNESCO protected world 
heritage. However, it’s touristic potential is insufficiently 
exploited even though it’s enshrinement in the Development 
Strategy. A large number of youth-organizations are present, 
however there the employment and opportunities for youth, 
especially in relation to cultural activities, and modern 
infrastructure are still weak.  According to data from 2013, the 

average salary in Jajce was 884 BAM (which ranked it as 17th of all municipalities in BiH), the unemployment rate was 
55.65% (96th in BiH), and GDP per capita was 5,055.05 BAM (49th in BiH).1  

                                            
1 Available at http://www.mojemjesto.ba/. 
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Like in most other cities of BiH, the survey shows that people of Jajce place great importance on the educational and 
cultural programs to combat prejudice and remove obstacles to common life, and would support initiatives for trust-
building and cooperation. Two thirds supports increasing help for the war victims and and believes that cross-
ethnic/religious relations are important for BiH (see graph on the right).  

VOICES FROM JAJCE2: Jajce has been characterised by coexistence before and after the war, and it was suggested 
that this may be because there were no major conflicts in Jajce during the war. The Inter Religious Council (MRV) is very 
active in Jajce and well received by the 
community as a forum for interaction, 
learning and mutual respect. Religious 
communities collaborate in a respectful 
manner towards each other. The youth is 
glad that their schools are not divided, 
and that they attend classes with their 
peers from other ethnic backgrounds. 
However, beyond education, there is 
little in the city designed to attract youth. 
The city does not have its own cinema, 
cultural events that would be attractive 
to youth are not organised and 
supported by the city government, and 
so opportunities to foster inter-ethnic 
trust are missed. On the individual level, 
people are engaged in dialogue and 
largely support inter-ethnic trust building; 
however, the intra-community narratives 
that have taken hold nationwide need to 
be addressed. Citizens are primarily 
concerned about the poor economic environment, and are disheartened that the city has not improved its economic 
situation despite its potential. The political elites are held responsible for the situation, but with the current degraded 
system of values and the high level of corruption discussion participants were pessimistic about improvements in the 
short term.   

                                            
2 This section is a summary of key-points form the Focus Group and Public Event in Jajce.  
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